
 

 

 
 

Supporting Health Agencies After  
Mass Violence Events 
 
ASTHO’s Catalyst Center for Firearm Injury Preven�on pulled together the following resources to support 
health officials and their teams as communi�es process firearm violence tragedies. In the aftermath of 
violence, ASTHO recommends applying a trauma-responsive lens to support your staff and communities. 
Additionally, ASTHO is available to support all health officials in considering and applying best practices for 
crisis communications, specifically related to violence.  
 
Resources for Community Members/Caregivers 
 

• Community support resource for those impacted by gun violence - Suicide Preven�on Resource 
Center (2 min read, general resource is for community members) 

o Recognize common emo�onal and physical symptoms of having a trauma response to 
community violence and provide �ps/sentence starters to support and link to na�onal 
crisis supports.  

• Coping a�er Mass Violence - Na�onal Child Trauma�c Stress Network (6 min read, general 
resource for community members, similar to the resource above and includes addi�onal 
informa�on highligh�ng intersec�onal iden��es) 

• Talking to Children about the Shoo�ng - Na�onal Child Trauma�c Stress Network (4 min read, �ps 
for parents, educators, and caregivers)  

• Talking to Teens When Violence Happens - Center for Resilience and Well-being in Schools (5 min 
read, �ps for parents, educators, and caregivers) 

• What to say to kids when the news is scary - Life Kit: Paren�ng Podcast (22 min listen with �ps for 
parents, educators, and caregivers) 

• Helping young children feel safe and cope with grief  - Sesame Street (1-2 min videos for parents, 
educators, and caregivers) 

       Other languages 
• Mul�lingual Trauma Resources - Child Mind Ins�tute (20 min read, available in 15 languages, age-

appropriate messaging �ps for parents, educators, and caregivers to talk with children/teens) 
 
Key Resources for Responding to Mass Violence or Firearm Violence 
 

• Recommenda�ons for Repor�ng On Mass Shoo�ngs (7 min read for PIOs, media professionals, and 
journalists) 

• Talking About “Firearm Injury” and “Gun Violence”: Words Mater - American Journal of Public 
Health (25 min read for professionals repor�ng or discussing violence with the community in a 
non-s�gma�zing way) 

• Mass shoo�ngs dominate repor�ng on gun violence. Here’s what we need to talk about instead - 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star (7 min read for PIOs, media professionals, and journalists) 
 

Strategic Risk and Crisis Communications Trainings and Resources 
 

• Applied Principles of Strategic Risk and Crisis Communica�ons 
• ASTHO’s Crisis Communica�ons Guide 
• Four Things Public Health Leaders Can Do to Improve Crisis Communica�ons 

  

https://brady-static.s3.amazonaws.com/SuicidePreventionResources.pdf
https://brady-static.s3.amazonaws.com/SuicidePreventionResources.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tKrffn0BeuDDch0_Ve35Y8kgEIA4SR70/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/resources/tip-sheet/talking_to_children_about_the_shooting.pdf
https://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/resources/fact-sheet/talking-to-teens-when-violance-happen-nctsn-partner-in.pdf
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/life-kit-parenting/id1454009140?i=1000564275412
https://sesameworkshop.org/topics/violence/
https://sesameworkshop.org/topics/grief/
https://childmind.org/guide/multilingual-trauma-resources/
https://www.reportingonmassshootings.org/
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2021.306525
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2021.306525
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/mass-shootings-dominate-reporting-on-gun-violence-heres-what-we-need-to-talk-about-instead/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/mass-shootings-dominate-reporting-on-gun-violence-heres-what-we-need-to-talk-about-instead/
https://www.astho.org/communications/videos/applied-principles-of-strategic-risk-and-crisis-communications/#resources
https://www.astho.org/globalassets/pdf/crisis-communications-guide.pdf
https://www.astho.org/communications/blog/four-things-public-health-leaders-can-do-to-improve-crisis-communications/


 

 

 
 

Often, horrific events lead to decision-maker interest in effective violence prevention strategies. The 
ASTHO Catalyst Center for Firearm Injury Prevention team has compiled information and research on 
multiple forms of firearm violence and evidence-based public health approaches that can prevent firearm 
violence in the future.  
 
ASTHO Resources/Positions  
 

• Catalyst Center for Firearm Injury Prevention. This includes an overview of the services ASTHO 
provides, a new Roadmap to Prevent Firearm Injury and Violence, and related resources. 

• ASTHO Preven�ng Firearm Misuse, Injury, and Death Policy Statement  
• Men and Firearms: Proven Public Health Interven�ons to Curb Violence Blog (June 29, 2022) 
• A Public Health Approach to Reducing and Preventing Firearm Violence Blog (April 3, 2023)  

  
Resources on the Public Health Approach and Effective Strategies for Firearm Violence Prevention 
 

• Preven�ng Mass Atacks, Saving Lives - Rand 
• Policy Research Review Summary - Rand 
• Curbing Gun Violence Ar�cle – JAMA Network (from 2013 but s�ll relevant) 
• A Public Health Approach to Firearm Violence Preven�on – Chapter 15 from Gun Violence 

Preven�on: Public Health Approach 
• Violence and Homicide - Chapter 4 from Gun Violence Preven�on: A Public Health Approach 

https://www.astho.org/topic/population-health-prevention/social-behavioral-health/injury-suicide-violence-prevention/firearm-injury-prevention-catalyst-center-one-pager/
https://www.astho.org/topic/report/a-roadmap-for-using-a-public-health-approach-to-prevent-firearm-injury/
https://www.astho.org/globalassets/pdf/policy-statements/preventing-firearm-misuse-injury-and-death-policy-statement.pdf
https://www.astho.org/communications/blog/men-and-firearms-proven-public-health-interventions-to-curb-violence/
https://www.astho.org/communications/blog/a-public-health-approach-to-reducing-and-preventing-firearm-violence/
https://www.rand.org/pubs/tools/TLA1613-1/toolkit.html
https://www.rand.org/research/gun-policy/analysis.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/1556167
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/9780875533124ch15
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/9780875533124ch15
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/9780875533124ch04

